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ORIENTEERING
ASSOCIATION
Annual Report 2005
INTRODUCTION
This Report summarises the activities of the Welsh Orienteering Association during 2005. It takes the form of short reports from the officers of the Association and is presented at the Annual General Meeting for approval.
1.
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
2005 was an exciting and innovative year for Welsh orienteering; it was the 50th anniversary of the first orienteering event staged in the UK, which took place at Bryn Engan in Snowdonia, organised by John Disley, an Olympic running medalist, after he had sampled the sport in Sweden.  Eryri celebrated the occasion by putting on an evening event in the same forest, at which John was guest of honour.  It was a slow start for orienteering after that, and regular events only took place from 1964 onwards, with the advent of the photocopier!  Fifty years on, the progress of orienteering is still closely linked to technology; laser printing has enabled clubs to print small quantities of maps, rather than having to invest in 2000+, and this has made it more economic for clubs to stage smaller events, and to update their maps on a regular basis; and electronic punching has opened up new, smaller, areas to our sport.

It is fitting that as we celebrated our 50th anniversary, 2005 was also a year of firsts for Welsh orienteering:

· the birth of the WOA Short O Championships

· the initiation of the ‘Welsh Volunteer of the Year’ Award 

· the creation of the post of WOA Administator

· the translation of Orienteering Words & Terminology into Welsh

· an exchange visit  with Norwegian orienteers organised by SWOC

· the first ever BOF ‘Club of the Year’ awarded to a Welsh club, POW

Wales fielded teams at each of the three Home Internationals, and the Juniors and Veterans managed to beat the Irish teams by a satisfactory margin, the Juniors coming only 4 points behind Scotland.   The Welsh League, organised by David Seward, continues to be well-attended, although inevitably biased towards the south, where most of the events take place.  Congratulations to the 2005 winners – Delyth Darlington (JW), Kristian Jones (JM), Cerys Manning (SW), Rhys Manning (SM), Alice Bedwell (VW), James Clemence (VM), Gill Manning (SVW) and Richard Wilson (SVM).

Two Welsh clubs qualified for the CompassSport Trophy Finals in 2005, and did well to finish 4th (SWOC) and 5th (ERYRI) out of ten qualifying teams.

Many Welsh orienteers ventured further afield this year, with a good turnout at the bi-annual Scottish 6-days and at the events held in conjunction with the World Orienteering Cup races in SE England, where Cerys Manning and Rhys Findlay-Robinson did Wales proud by winning their respective classes in the Future Champions Cup Final, and Alice Bedwell won the British Sprint-O Championships.  We also had two firsts at the British Orienteering Championships and four JK Champions.  Cerys manning was awarded the Welsh Orienteer of the year Trophy for the second time.

The Welsh Orienteering Championships took place very successfully at Mynydd Llangynidr in October, proceeded by the Welsh Short O Championships, won by Rhodri Buffett.  SBOC took advantage of the 2005 British Orienteering Championships being held on sand dunes at Penhale in Cornwall, by organising three events (Oxwich Burrows, Broughton Burrows and Merthyr Mawr) to help runners prepare on similar terrain. 

Mair Tomos and Kay Seward have continued with their development work in SW and NW Wales, introducing many primary school children to the sport, and helping SBOC and ERYRI to recruit new members.

Judith Powell stood down as Membership Secretary of WOA, after 13 years in the post, and was awarded Honorary Life Membership in recognition of her role on the committee, and also as Festival Director of Croeso ’96 and 2004, and co-ordinator of JK ’98.  She leaves a huge gap, which will take several people to fill!  We now look forward to BOC 2007, which will be held in Wales, with HOC hosting the Relays just over the border.  Paul Chamberlain is co-ordinating the weekend, with Pam Chamberlain as Treasurer.

The first recipient of the Volunteer of the Year Award was Peter Seward, SBOC and WOA Mapping Officer.
We welcomed Pete Ribbans back onto the committee in place of Judith (Pete was the WOA Fixtures Secretary for many years), and also welcomed Jane Seward to the newly-created post of WOA Administrator, encompassing the duties of the Hon Secretary, Information Officer, HI Advisor and Funding Officer – posts which had remained unfilled for quite a while, and which are essential to the running of WOA.  Phil Jenkins also stood down this year, after a successful stint of 3 years at the helm.  I was co-opted onto the committee in September to fill the vacant Chairman’s post.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the WOA committee members for their hard work during the year, much of which goes unnoticed by the membership, but is very necessary to keep our sport going, and also to thank them, the advisers and club representatives, the outgoing officers and Jane for their patience and support whilst I stumbled into my new role.                                   (Anne Wilson, POW)
2.
SECRETARY'S REPORT
The role of the Hon. Sec. is now encompassed within the role of WOA Administrator. WOA committee held two meetings, April and October, the latter incorporating the Development meeting. The AGM was held in May.                      (Jane Seward, SBOC)
3.
TREASURER'S REPORT
The Financial Statement for the year ending 31 December 2005 is shown at Appendix A.                                                                                    (Nyall Meredith, SWOC)
4.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT
The membership figures for the past six years are:
	8
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Club
	8
	8
	7
	7
	7
	7

	Group
	6
	6
	7
	7
	13
	10

	Senior
	173
	138
	131
	132
	125
	131

	Junior
	28
	25
	30
	21
	16
	13

	Family
	87
	73
	80
	76
	86
	77


Including family members as individuals the membership statistics for the past six years are:
	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Female senior
                 junior
	136
49
	113
46
	119
42
	118
44
	130
45
	120
53

	Male senior
junior
	209
66
	171
59
	171
64
	174
59
	182
64
	172
54

	Total
	460
	389
	396
	396
	421
	399


NB  Group members, and the general public who occasionally orienteer on a casual basis, are not included in these figures.                                     (Peter Ribbans, SWOC)
5.
COACHING OFFICER'S REPORT
The Welsh Junior Squad have had a very busy year as far as coaching is concerned and results have improved as a consequence. The head coaches are Mark Saunders and Alice Bedwell who are mainly concerned with the older members of the squad.  Colin and Anne Darlington, Phil Jenkins and Kate Balmond take the younger ones under their wing in the Development squad and receive considerable and much appreciated assistance from parents.
There has been a very full programme of coaching sessions this year and planning is already underway for sessions in 2006.  Overleaf is a list of training sessions held this year.

	Jan05    

Feb05    
Mar05   

Apr05    

May05
	Garthwyllt and Tir Stent

Cannock Chase
Pembrey

Merthyr Mawr

Forest of Dean 

Fund raising event at Pwll Du
	Aug05   

Oct05    

Nov05
Nov05
	Norway Squad Tour

BOF coaching Day-Lake District

Lakeside - older ones only

Braich Bryn Engan


This year we did not have a pre- JK training session due to Easter being early and schools not finishing till Maundy Thursday. However, this was more than compensated for by a 10 day trip to Norway.  This was a very successful trip and much was learnt by all who went due to Mark and Alice’s hard work and superb preparation.  Many thanks go to them for making it so worthwhile.
Due to his efforts this year, the Welsh Junior Squad have nominated Mark Saunders for the BOF Coach of the Year Award.
Many thanks also go to Helena and Heather Burrows who braved the icy weather to take charge of the Welsh training at the Lakeside weekend in November. They have also put on training sessions for seniors in N. Wales.

The following are qualified coaches in Wales and still play a part in coaching:
	SBOC
	
	ERYRI
	

	Kay Seward                

Dave Seward              

Phil Jenkins                

Sarah Jenkins             

Margaret Reynolds 
SWOC

Kate Balmond
	Level 3

Level 3

Level 2

Level 2

Level 2
Level 2
	Helena Burrows          

Sheila Frith                 

Dave Frith                   

Heather Burrows         

Anne Darlington         

Colin Darlington         

Fran Hoare                  

Mair Tomos                
	Level 4

Level 3

Level 3

Level 2

Level 2

Level 2

Level 2

Level 2


Table of WOA Coaches at end of 2005
	Club
	Instructors
(level 2)
	Club Coaches
(level 3)
	Regional Coaches
(level 4)

	Club
	qualified
	in trng
	qualified
	in trng
	qualified
	in trng

	SBOC
SWOC
POW
ERYRI
*Non Welsh
club coaches
	3
1
0
5
0
	2
3
0
5
0
	2
0
0
2
1
	0
0
0
1
1
	0
0
0
1
0
	0
0
0
0
0

	TOTAL
	9
	10
	5
	1
	1
	0


* These are WOA members active in coaching in Wales who have been trained through WOA but actually belong to English clubs.          (Anne Darlington, ERYRI)
6.
TECHNICAL Officer's report
The list of controllers remains static.  Grade 3 controllers’ courses offered last year did not run because of lack of candidates.  However, two candidates phoned at the last minute.  I also gather that other candidates would have been available but the dates were not suitable.

It would probably be better to arrange these courses at club level. Courses are available from BOF on CD and I propose that each club offers one grade 3 controller’s course and one planner’s and/or organiser’s course during 2006. I would run the courses in the North and grade 2 controllers or experienced planners in the South could run courses for SBOC and SWOC.

The numbers of Controllers at the year's end compared with previous years were:
	
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
	2
10
20
	1
9
12
	2
9
13
	1
9
12

	Total
	32
	22
	24
	22


The Welsh Controllers are:

	Name
	
	Club
	Level

	Kendrick
	Malcolm
	SBOC
	1

	Chamberlain
	Paul
	ERYRI
	2

	Williams
	John
	POW
	2

	Kirk
	Steve
	SBOC
	2

	Lawlor
	Dennis
	SBOC
	2

	Seward
	David
	SBOC
	2

	Seward
	Peter
	SBOC
	2

	Stein
	Roger
	SBOC
	2

	Powell
	Judith
	SWOC
	2

	Ribbans
	Peter
	SWOC
	2

	Burrows
	Helena
	ERYRI
	3

	Frith
	David
	ERYRI
	3

	Pal
	David
	POW
	3

	Butler
	John
	SBOC
	3

	Reynolds
	Niall
	SBOC
	3

	Stein
	Bridget
	SBOC
	3

	Yarranton
	Wendy
	SBOC
	3

	Bryant
	Jeff
	SPLOT
	3

	Colbert
	Peter
	SWOC
	3

	Grant
	Neil
	SWOC
	3

	Mills
	John
	SWOC
	3

	Nicholson
	Peter
	SWOC
	3


(Paul Chamberlain, ERYRI)

7.
FIXTURE SECRETARY'S REPORT
The table shows registered events held in Wales during 2005 (with the previous two years for comparison):
	Category of Event
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Home International
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Home International Relay
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Championship C1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	National C2
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Regional Badge C3
	3
	1
	6
	3

	Regional Night Badge N3
	0
	0
	0
	1

	District Colour-coded (League) C4
	6
	6
	4
	4

	Local/Training/CATI C5
	61
	57
	62
	61

	Local Night N5
	3
	7
	5
	4

	Junior Leagues C5
	-
	-
	11
	15

	Closed XC5 (Club, School Champs)
	-
	-
	5
	2

	Local Relays R5
	2
	2
	2
	1

	Local Score/Training Score S5
	3
	9
	7
	11

	Coaching
	4
	10
	10
	18

	Schools Coaching
	5
	7
	8
	14

	Park Race
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Use of WOA areas by other clubs
	-
	-
	5
	2

	Total
	90
	101
	125
	138


Participation during 2005 (with previous years for comparison):

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004*
	2005

	Senior
Junior
	2350
650
	no report
available
	1305
  401
	7645
2396
	1636
1004

	Total
	3000
	3000
	1706
	10041
	2640


* This year contained the 4-yearly ‘Croeso’ 6-day event.          (Brian Hughes, HOC)
8.
MAPPING OFFICER'S REPORT
	Maps Completed

	
	Clyne Gardens & West Cross
Craig Gwladys

Kilvey Hill

Margam Park & Graig Fawr

Mynydd Mawr Woodland Park

Broughton Burrows

Penglais Woods

Cefn Blewog

Hafren Forest North

Plynlimon

Mynydd Llangynidr

Parc Bryn Bach

Mynydd y Gaer

Pontypool Park
School maps x  35

	SBOC
SBOC

SBOC

SBOC

SBOC

SBOC

POW

POW

POW

POW

SWOC

SWOC

SWOC

SWOC

ERYRI
	CRX
BR

BR

BR

CR

AR

CN

CN

CN

ARX

AR

CRX

BR

CR+POC

	Notes:
A = large event area
B = district event area
C = local event area
N = new area
R = revised map
X = extended
x2 = produced at two scales

	Maps in Work

	
	Mynydd Preseli
Hafod

Cefndeuddwr

Coed Cefn Pwll Du

Parc Cwm Darran

Merthyr Common
	SBOC
POW

POW

SWOC

SWOC

SWOC
	AR
AN

BR

BR

BR

AR
	


(Peter Seward, SBOC)
9.
INFORMATION OFFICER'S REPORT
The Information Officer's post was filled at the AGM being incorporated in the WOA Administrator’s role. Introductory and membership packs were sent out to clubs throughout the year, as and when requested. The Information Officer maintains stocks of bi-lingual posters and promotional leaflets.

Six issues of Y Ddraig, the Association's bi-monthly newsletter, were published. The editorship was carried out by Peter Seward (SBOC) and production by Jane Seward (SBOC). The WOA's website was maintained and regularly updated by its web master Peter Colbert (SWOC). Members are reminded that it is available to those wishing to publish or access information through this medium. The web site is at http://www.woa.org.uk/. Cedwyn Davies (SBOC) continued in the role of Association photographer and photographic archivist.               (Jane Seward, SBOC)
10.
Environment and Access officer's REPORT
This post was unfilled for the year.

11.
DEVELOPMENT LEADERS’' REPORTS
North Wales
At the begining of the year the Eryri committee decided that the main development targets for this year was to increase membership, continue to work with the younger juniors and encourage more families to join.

The Summer Evening Series was well advertised, with smart posters displayed in leisure centres, libraries, work places, doctor’s surgeries etc. We were able to get a lot of press coverage in the local papers and radio.

The series was well supported, 428 competitors in 10 Thursday evening events and 121 junior competitors in 7 beginners events. At the end of the junior series free membership was given to all those that had supported the series well. This went down well, some saying, “We were thinking of joining.”
Membership has now increased from 67 in 2003 to around 100 at the end of 2005.

I took my display to the Sports Development tent at the National Eisteddfod and held 3 afternoon sessions there, which were well supported, 20-30 children took part each afternoon. Quite a bit of interest was shown, and a number of people left contact details, most of these turned up to the Orienteering Fun day at Glynllifon at the begining of September. This was well attended, about 25 children & parents came, many asked when the next orienteering was on, so I arranged another session in Parc Padarn at the end of October and hardly any of the ones that were at Glynllifon came.

In October I prepared a SPORTLOT Community Chest, grant application to set up a POC at Parc Padarn, Llanberis. We have heard that we will receive £750 towards this project, which will involve updating the whole Coed Dinorwig map (courtesty of Blue Peris). The POC will be set up using part of the map. Blue Peris’s POC markers in the woods will be replaced so that all the markers will be similar. A pack of maps with different excercises on them, all using the POC,  will be produced and will be available for hire to schools, colleges, outdoor centres to do their own thing. I will be co-ordinating this project over the next couple of months so that it will be up and running by the Spring.

The proposed POC at Bodlondeb, Conwy, which is awaiting some sort of grant through Conwy BC, will hopefully be up and running by next summer. I will be updating the map and planning the POC for Conwy Council.

An interesting development in NW Wales at the end of the year was the appointment of three Outdoor Education Development Officers for Conwy, Anglesey & Gwynedd. I have already met up with them and they are all very keen to promote orienteering. I will be working closely with them in the next few months, advising and running courses for them. I foresee a huge interest in NW Wales with the work that these DOs are doing, as orienteering can be sold to the schools as ‘low cost and low risk’.                                                                       
(Mair Tomos, ERYRI)
SW Wales

In February we held a level 1 training course at Pembrey for Pembrokeshire College students. Twelve attended the weekend course.

We went into Llanelli Schools with a view to holding our annual Schools’ Orienteering Championships, which was again very successful. This year most schools undertook their own coaching leading up to the qualifier at Sandy Water Park and the Final at Pembrey. 

We also took orienteering to Port Talbot schools and finished of with an event in Gnoll Park, Neath.

This year saw a huge increase in participation at the SBOC introductory events thanks to much improved publicity. We had over 50 to the 3 events held in Swansea. This number steadily decreased as we moved outside Swansea for our Summer League fixtures. We gained 11 new members from this campaign – a vast increase on previous years. These newcomers took part in the Summer League and have attended our weekly technique and physical training sessions. Many have also attended the club’s ‘Going For Green’ sessions aimed at bridging the technical gap between Orange/Light Green and Green ready for the coming season. 
                            (Kay Seward, SBOC)
APPENDIX A
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR-ENDED 31.12.05
	Income and Expenditure Account


	
	

	2004
	
	2005

	Income

£
	Expenditure

£
	
	Income

£
	Expenditure

£

	40
6,081

16

3,940

1,175
	373
2,203

244

166

1,141

3,940
	Core Activities
Administration

Membership & Services

Development & Training of Coaches

Training of Officials

Domestic Events

SI Equipment

Capital Charges

Other
	91
2,320

25

3,940

50
	1,540
1,438

114

542

709

3,940

	11,252
	8,067
	Core Activities sub-total
	6,426
	8,283

	6,709
3,055
	3,750
51

3,055


	Special Projects:
Development Activities

TV Project

Welsh Language Project

Modernisation Projects
	1,932
	2,500
76

	9,764
	6,856
	Special Projects sub-total
	1,932
	2,576

	
	137
1,687

5,038
	Performance and Excellence:
Mapping Grants

Preparation Training

International Programme
	
	2,541
1,097

4,773

	
	6,863
	Performance & Excellence sub-total
	
	8,411

	21,016
	21,785
	Totals
	8,358
	18,270

	
	(770)

5,000
(4,230)
18,653
22,883
	Surplus (deficit) before SCW Development Support

SCW Development Support

Surplus (deficit) after SCW   Development Support

Balance brought forward 1st  January
Balance carried forward 31st  December
	
	(10,912)

5,000
(6,912)

22,883
15,972


	Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2005


	

	
	2004
	
	2005

	
	£
	
	£
	£

	
	9,120
12,099

1,160

2,305

9,143
	Fixed Assets

Current Assets:
Debtors

Mapping Work in Progress

Mapping Loans to Clubs

Cash in bank
	5,402

923

15,174
	5,180

	
	24,707
	
	
	21,499

	
	1,824
	Less Current Liabilities:
Creditors
	
	5,528

	
	32,003
	Net Assets
	
	21,151

	
	7,450
8,725

6,708

9,120
	Represented by:
General Fund

Mapping Fund

Development Fund

Fixed Asset Restatement Account
	
	3,079

6,184

6,708

5,180

	
	32,003
	
	
	21,151

	Nyall Meredith
Treasurer
See overleaf for notes.


Notes to Financial Statements for Year Ended 31st December 2005
1.  Accounting Conventions
These accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention. With the exception of fixed assets which have been recognised in the accounts at replacement values and are subsequently being depreciated on a straight line basis over a period of 5 years.
2.  Mapping Loans & Work in Progress

Expenditure incurred on the production of new or revised maps prior to their completion is charged to work in progress. On completion the expenditure is converted to an interest free loan repayable by the club over the following five years. A number of dormant loans and WIP in respect of ODR have been written off to revenue this year.
	The movements were:
	Work in Progress
	Loans
	
	
	

	Balance 1/1/05
	1,160
	2,305
	
	
	

	Movement
	(1,160)
	(1,381)
	
	
	

	Balance 31/12/05
	0
	924
	
	
	

	

	Statement of Fixed Assets

& Reserves
	Fixed Assets
	Fixed Asset Restatement Account
	General Reserve
	Map’g Reserve
	Dev’ment

Fund


	Total Reserve

	Balance 1/1/05
	9,120
	9,120
	7,450
	8,725
	6,708
	32,003

	Surplus/(deficit) for year
	
	
	(4,371)
	(2,541)
	
	(6,912)

	Depreciation
	(3,940)
	
	
	
	
	

	Write down of Restatement account
	
	(3,940)
	
	
	
	(3,940)

	Balance 31/12/05
	5,180
	5,180
	3,079
	6,184
	6,708
	21,151
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